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 Impact 
 

 Itôs too early to talk about Christmas; Thanksgiving is yet to come. However, 
one of my favorite movies ï the only one I have to watch every year ï crossed 
my mind the other day. Itôs a Wonderful Life is not the best written movie, nor 
does it have the best production value, but it never fails to make me cry. Itôs all 
about making a difference in peopleôs lives by being faithful in relationships and 
ideals. 

As I was working on stories we plan to tell over the next few months, I 
thought, ñWhat would the world be like if Camp Mack never existed?ò It was  
actually a difficult question, because, just as George Bailey couldnôt grasp that he 
no longer existed, I donôt remember a time when Camp Mack wasnôt central to 
my life in Indiana. What difference has Camp Mack made here? 

 
The easy answer is tens of thousands of children and youth have had their 

lives changed over the 93 years of service. They experienced committed faithful 
adults who created welcoming Christian communities showing love, peace, joy, 
and lives dedicated to serving one another. They learned about the natural world 
ï Godôs Creation ï and the ways we and the environment around us impact each 
other. They developed life-long relationships and created new interests through 
the daily activities. Some met God for the very first time. Some committed their 
lives to faithfully following Jesus. 

 
We donôt often think about the thousands of volunteers who have experienced 

grace, learned about service, and reveled in the joy of sharing Godôs love with 
others. Over the years, I have volunteered in over 40 different camps, and I know 
that my faith has been strengthened beyond imagination by the experience. 

 
Congregations meet and work at camp. Retreats, programs, work sessions, 

and worship are opportunities to build the community and to connect with Godôs 
blessing. Other groups find the holy hospitality of Camp Mack brings them life 
and connection they may not yet be able to describe. 

 
 I donôt have the opportunity to see what life would be like if Camp Mack had 
never existed, but I do know that experiences here sometimes push and other 
times nudge people in new directions. Like Robert Frost says in his poem, The 
Road Not Taken:  Two roads diverged in a wood, and I ï I took the one less 
traveled by, and that has made all the difference. Thank you for supporting Camp 
Mack as we make a difference for the people who find sanctuary here.  

 

Gene Hollenberg, Executive Director 

News from the Director 
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Wonderé 

 
" The world will never starve for 
want of wonders, but for want of 
wonder." --G.K. Chesterton 

 What does the frog think when it sees 
this face?  I recently had the opportunity 
to look up at this Great Blue Heron at 
Camp Mack.  We usually see them   
wading, flying over the water, or perched 
in a far off tree.  But this one was just 
begging me to creep down the trail a bit, 
wiggle into the brush, and look up.  I 
wasn't disappointed.    

 So many times, as adults we take a 
walk and measure it in miles.  Take a 
walk with a child and you will measure it 
in moments.  Large parks can hold   
thousands of wonders, but don't overlook 
the fallen log in your backyard that can 
hold many wonders of its own.  There is 
so much to be found in one small fallen 
log that it doesn't take long to get lost in 
the fungus and lichens, the earthworms 
and rolypolys, the quick legged centi-
pedes and the meandering millipedes.  
What does the bright green moss feel 
like?  Grab a magnifying glass quick!  
There is a whole other community living 
in the moss.  It is amazing how one    
simple log can turn into an hour long  
adventure. No walk needed.   

 Let this be your monthly reminder to take time, slow down, and wonder.  Watch a sunrise or a sunset, flip 
over a log, listen to the crunch of the leaves under your feet, or just maybe look up on a Great Blue Heron.  
The world is full of wonders, but are you taking the time to wonder?  Do it, and you can again be filled with 
childlike amazement where the learning never ends and the next adventure may be under that old log on the 
corner of your property.  

 
Jessie Kreider, Program Director  

Nature Nut News  ï      
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Who has the green grass? 
 
Green grass. It adds to the aesthetic appeal of a country hillside or the perimeter of a woods (though this 
time of year it may be starting to turn a bit brown). Sometimes we tell ourselves that the grass is greener on 
the other side (whether it be literally or metaphorically, I suppose). Sometimes we care about what other 
people think of us and our grass, so to speak, or we compare our lives to those around us. Maybe we judge 
someone because their grass isnôt green. We look over and see the plethora of dandelions or the weeds    
popping up here and there amidst the tan landscape.  
 
 But, Romans 12:19 (MSG) reminds us, ñóIôll do the judging,ô says God. óIôll take care of it.ôò I, of 
course, need this helpful reminder, too. In pondering these thoughts, I also turn to the question that Matthew 
7:3 presents, ñWhy do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother's eye and pay no attention to the 
plank in your own eye?ò We naturally judge and compare, and itôs not always bad, but we should spend 
more time watering our own grass because grass is greener where you water it. Letôs plant and water lush 
gardens, showing others the beauty of God. 
 
 We donôt often literally water our grass here at campðwe usually leave that up to nature. But, we do try 
to provide a safe, fun sanctuary to all those who visit. Come be a part of the nurturing of community, the  
fostering of communication and friendships, the appreciation of creation and our Creator. All are welcome at 
Camp Alexander Mack. 
 
 

Deanna Beckner, Guest Services Director 

 

Be Our Guest 
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Progress! 
 
 We are making progress on some of our deferred maintenance issues we have here at Camp. We just 
completed the siding/window project at Ulrich and we are well on our way to completion on Shultz Chapel. 
More on those projects later. 
 
 We had some leak issues with the lower roof on Sarah Major this spring. The DeKalb soccer boys helped 
us tear that off and to start putting the new roof on. We just have a little bit on the south slope and the ridge 
to finish.  
 
 Last summer we had the stonework done on the well part of Jacobôs well with Lynn Kreider and his   
volunteer crew building a new roof for that. We finished with putting on a metal roof this spring and it really 
looks nice. This summer we moved over to the pavilion part of Jacobôs well and with the help of Family 
Camp we took the shingles off the west side, replaced some decking, and covered it with felt. We hope to be 
able to take the east side off yet this fall and cover it with felt and then we would be ready to put some metal 
roofing on it next summer.  
 
 We have a couple Eagle Scout projects in progress. One is in the archery area. They resided and reroofed 
the storage building and are in the process of building a shade for kids to stand under while waiting their turn 
at the archery course. The other project is a new compost bin area just outside the east end of the John Kline 
Center. This will be a working compost pile but we will use it to educate our guests as well. This project is in 
the planning stage but we hope to complete it before winter.  
 
 These projects represent a lot of work but we have had lot of volunteer help to do them. Without that help 
we could not have done them. These projects also represent being good stewards of the buildings we have so 
that we can continue to provide ñ..a sanctuary where people connect with God.ò  
  

Galen Jay, Facility Director 
 
 

Sunny Camp Mack 


